study in international humanitarian reforms, Durham, N.C., Duke University Press, 1969, 8vo, pp. ix, 370, (no price stated) . Narcotic drug addiction is one of America's most difficult and complex problems, and since the beginning of the present century it has been involved in endless negotiations aimed at promoting a comprehensive treaty system of international drug control. Unfortunately, although states may wish to suppress drug abuse in their own territories for humanitarian and other reasons, on the international scene political and economic benefit may accrue from taking the opposite kind of action.
Professor Taylor's book is one of the best dealing with the international aspects of addiction control and has not been improved upon since its appearance in 1969. He deals with the opium problem in nineteenth-century America and the origins in the same century of the international movement to control narcotics. American contributions to the opium problem in China were extensive and are considered in detail here. But America, as well as other Western nations, also had the vice to deal with, and their international dealings were complicated by political attitudes. By World War II international control was in operation, America having played a prominent role in its creation.
This book is a scholarly and detailed analysis of international relations and humanitarian endeavour. It can be strongly recommended to those dealing with nineteenth-and early twentieth-century social medicine, with drug addiction, and with political aspects of social reform. 85
